DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

attended the Queen's choice of her suitor, when in
1836 her Uncle William's candidate was Prnce
Alexander of Orange, and he threatened to forbid
the landing in England of the Goburg candidate
put forward by her Uncle Leopold and the Duchess
of Kent,

No public announcement of the engagement was
made for the present, but Prince Albert told Lord
Clarendon, the Foreign Minister, saying that he
might pass the news on to Lord Palmerston, and the
Queen told Uncle Leopold. The secret, of course,
at once ceased to be a secret, and the opinion of the
English Press was far from favourable. Prussia at
that time was only one of many German States, and
the Hohenzollerns were considered " a paltry German
dynasty " not worthy of being allied with the eldest
daughter of the Queen of England. The Times
-gloomily prophesied that she would become very
anti-English in feeling and, as a,source of danger to
TUTfernational cordiality, would be soon sent back to
England " an exile and a fugitive." Uncle Leopold
also was critical. He must have written to the
Queen a letter not very appreciative of Prince
Frederick, for she replied to it,

" One word about Vicky. I must say she has a quick
discernment of character, and I have never seen her
take any predilection for a person which was not motwi
by personal amiability, goodness, or distinction of some
kind or other. You need be under no apprehension
whatsoever on this subject"1

1 Letters of Quern Victoria, I, iii, pp, 198, 199.
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